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1. Introduction

1.1 Introduction to the Topic and
Academic Relevance

Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks
represent one of the most persistent and
disruptive threats in modern cybersecurity.
These attacks aim to make online services
unavailable by overwhelming target servers,
networks, or applications with massive
volumes of malicious traffic. In enterprise
environments, where uninterrupted
connectivity is essential for  business
operations, DDoS attacks can lead to
financial losses, service downtime, and
reputational damage. According to Mirkovic
and Reiher, DDoS attacks are among the
most difficult threats to mitigate due to their
distributed nature and evolving attack
strategies (39).

The academic relevance of studying DDoS
mitigation lies in the increasing dependency
of organizations on digital infrastructure. As
enterprises adopt cloud computing, loT
systems, and online service platforms, the
attack surface expands significantly. This
makes the study of mitigation strategies
essential for developing resilient cybersecurity
frameworks.

1.2 Context and Background

DDoS attacks have evolved significantly over
the past two decades. Early attacks were
relatively simple, often launched from
limited sources with low traffic intensity.
However, modern DDoS attacks utilize large-
scale  botnets, often  composed  of
compromised loT devices, to generate
massive and coordinated traffic floods
(Sommer and Paxson 235). These botnets
can consist of thousands or even millions of
devices, making detection and mitigation
extremely challenging.

Enterprise ~ networks  are  particularly
vulnerable because they rely on continuous

availability of services such as web
applications, cloud platforms, and internal
communication systems. Traditional network
security mechanisms like firewalls and
intrusion detection systems were not
originally designed to handle distributed,
high-volume attacks. As a result, their
effectiveness against modern DDoS attacks is
limited (Stallings 312).

In response to these challenges, various
mitigation strategies have been developed,
including rate limiting, traffic filtering,
detection, and  cloud-based
protection systems. Each of these approaches

anomaly

aims to reduce the impact of malicious traffic
while ensuring service availability for
legitimate users.
1.3 Research Gap
Despite extensive research on DDoS attacks
and their mitigation, there remains a
significant gap in comparative evaluation of
different defense strategies within enterprise
environments. Most existing studies focus on
either traditional mitigation techniques or
advanced machine learning-based approaches
independently. Very few studies provide a
unified framework that compares both
categories under consistent evaluation
criteria (Behal and Kumar 103).
Additionally, limited research exists on the
integration of hybrid mitigation models that
combine multiple techniques to improve
efficiency and scalability. As DDoS attacks
continue to evolve in complexity, there is a
need for comprehensive studies that evaluate
which combination of strategies provides
optimal protection in realworld enterprise
networks.
1.4 Research Objectives
The primary objectives of this study are:

e To analyze traditional and modern

DDoS mitigation techniques
e To evaluate their effectiveness in
enterprise network environments

https://sesjournal.com

| Ahmad and Rasool, 2026 |

Page 2170


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7030
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7030

Spectrum of Engineering Sciences
ISSN (e) 3007-3138 (p) 3007-312X

Volume 4, Issue 3, 2026

e To compare their performance based on
key parameters such as accuracy,
scalability, and response time

e To identify limitations in existing
mitigation approaches

e To explore the potential of hybrid
defense mechanisms

1.5 Research Questions
This study is guided by the following research
questions:

e  What are the most effective mitigation
strategies against DDoS attacks in
enterprise networks?

e How do traditional techniques compare
with modern intelligent systems?

e Which methods provide better scalability
and response time!

e Can hybrid approaches improve overall
network security?

1.6 Scope and Significance of the Study
The scope of this research is limited to
enterprise network environments, focusing
specifically on DDoS mitigation techniques.
[t does not include other forms of
cyberattacks such as malware or phishing,
except where relevant for comparison.

The significance of this study lies in its
potential to assist cybersecurity professionals
in selecting appropriate defense mechanisms.
By comparing multiple mitigation strategies,
this research provides insights into building
more resilient and adaptive network security
systems. Furthermore, it contributes to
academic literature by bridging the gap
between traditional and modern DDoS
defense approaches, offering a foundation for
future hybrid security models.

2. Literature Review

2.1 Overview of DDoS Attack Evolution
Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks
have been extensively studied in cybersecurity
literature due to their increasing frequency
and sophistication. Early research describes
DDoS attacks as coordinated attempts to
exhaust server resources by flooding them

with excessive traffic from multiple sources
(Mirkovic and Reiher 39). Over time, these
attacks have evolved from simple bandwidth
exhaustion techniques into highly complex,
multi-vector threats capable of targeting
multiple layers of network infrastructure
simultaneously.

Modern DDoS attacks often leverage botnets
composed of compromised IoT devices,
which significantly increases their scale and
impact. According to Sommer and Paxson,
the rise of large-scale distributed systems has
made it easier for attackers to generate high-
volume traffic while remaining difficult to
trace (235). This evolution highlights the
growing need for advanced mitigation
strategies in enterprise environments.

2.2 Traditional Mitigation Techniques
Traditional DDoS mitigation strategies
include firewalls, intrusion detection systems
(IDS), and rate limiting mechanisms.
Firewalls are commonly used as the first line
of defense, filtering incoming traffic based on
predefined security rules. However, they are
often ineffective against sophisticated DDoS
attacks that mimic legitimate traffic patterns
(Stallings 312).

Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS) monitor
network traffic for anomalies and suspicious
behavior. While IDS can detect certain types
of attacks, they often suffer from high false-
positive rates and limited scalability in large
enterprise networks (Sommer and Paxson
237). Rate limiting, another widely used
technique, restricts the number of requests a
server can process within a given time frame.
Although effective against small-scale attacks,
it may also negatively affect legitimate users
during peak traffic conditions.

2.3 Machine Learning-Based Detection
Systems

Recent advancements in cybersecurity have
introduced machine learning (ML)-based
DDoS detection systems. These systems
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analyze network traffic patterns and identify
anomalies using classification and clustering
algorithms. Behal and Kumar argue that
machine learning significantly improves
detection accuracy compared to rule-based
systems by enabling adaptive learning from
evolving attack patterns (105).

Techniques such as neural networks, support
vector machines, and decision trees have
been widely applied in DDoS detection.
These models can process large datasets and
identify subtle deviations in traffic behavior
that may indicate an ongoing attack.
However, ML-based systems require large
training computational
resources, which can limit their deployment
in resource-constrained environments.

2.4 Cloud-Based Mitigation Approaches
Cloud computing has introduced scalable
solutions for DDoS mitigation. Cloud-based
systems distribute network traffic across
multiple servers, allowing them to absorb and

datasets  and

filter malicious traffic more effectively.
According to Zargar et al., cloud-based
mitigation provides elastic scalability, making
it suitable for handling large-scale volumetric
attacks (206).

These systems typically reroute incoming
traffic through scrubbing centers, where
malicious packets are filtered before reaching
the target infrastructure. While highly
effective, cloud-based solutions introduce
dependency on third-party providers, raising
concerns about data privacy and trust.

2.5 Hybrid Mitigation Strategies

Recent studies emphasize the importance of
hybrid mitigation strategies that combine
traditional and modern approaches. Hybrid
systems integrate firewalls, IDS, machine
learning algorithms, and cloud-based filtering
to create a multi-layered defense architecture.
Behal and Kumar suggest that hybrid models
significantly improve detection accuracy and
response time by combining rule-based

filtering with adaptive learning mechanisms
(108). These systems are particularly effective
in enterprise environments where both
performance and scalability are critical.

2.6 Limitations in Existing Research
Although extensive research exists on DDoS
mitigation techniques, several gaps remain.
Most studies focus on individual mitigation
methods rather than comparative evaluations
across multiple approaches. Additionally,
limited research explores the real-world
implementation of hybrid systems in
enterprise networks under varying attack
conditions (Mirkovic and Reiher 50).
Furthermore, the rapid evolution of DDoS
attack techniques often outpaces the
development of corresponding defense
mechanisms, creating a continuous challenge
for cybersecurity researchers.

3. Research Methodology

3.1 Research Design

This study adopts a comparative analytical
research design to evaluate mitigation
strategies for Distributed Denial of Service
(DDoS) attacks in enterprise networks. The
comparative design is widely used in
cybersecurity research because it enables
different
technologies under consistent criteria,

systematic evaluation of
allowing researchers to identify relative
strengths and weaknesses (Creswell 120).

The study compares traditional mitigation
techniques with modern intelligent and
cloud-based approaches to determine their
effectiveness in  realworld  enterprise
environments. This structured comparison
ensures objectivity and supports evidence-
based conclusions.

3.2 Research Approach

A qualitative research approach is employed
in this study. Qualitative methods are
suitable for analyzing complex cybersecurity
systems where performance depends on
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multiple interrelated factors such as
scalability,  latency, and  adaptability.
According to Creswell, qualitative analysis
allows researchers to interpret patterns and
relationships within technological
frameworks rather than relying solely on
numerical data (121).

This approach is particularly useful in
evaluating DDoS mitigation strategies, as it
enables in-depth understanding of system
behavior under different attack scenarios.

3.3 Data Collection Method

The study relies on secondary data sources,
including:

e Deerreviewed journal articles

e IEEE conference proceedings

e  Cybersecurity reports

e Academic books on network security
Secondary data is commonly used in
cybersecurity research due to the availability
of established empirical findings and
documented attack behaviors (Zargar et al.
204). Key foundational sources include
Mirkovic and Reiher’s classification of DDoS
attacks and Stallings’ work on network
security principles.
3.4 Selection of Mitigation Techniques
The mitigation strategies selected for
evaluation are categorized into two main
groups:
1. Traditional Techniques

e Firewalls

e Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS)

e Rate Limiting
These techniques rely on predefined rules
and signature-based detection mechanisms.
While effective for basic threats, they struggle
against  largescale  distributed  attacks
(Stallings 312).
2. Modern Techniques

e Machine Learning-Based Detection

e Cloud-Based Mitigation Systems

e Traffic Anomaly Detection Models
Modern techniques introduce adaptability
and scalability by analyzing traffic behavior

and  leveraging  distributed
resources (Behal and Kumar 105).
3.5 Evaluation Criteria

The study evaluates each mitigation strategy
using the following criteria:

a. Detection Accuracy

Detection accuracy measures how effectively
a system identifies malicious traffic. Machine
learning  systems generally outperform
traditional IDS due to their ability to learn
from evolving attack patterns (Sommer and
Paxson 238).

b. Response Time

Response time refers to the speed at which a
system reacts to an ongoing attack. Faster
response is essential to minimize downtime
and service disruption in enterprise networks.
c. Scalability

Scalability evaluates the ability of a system to
handle increasing traffic loads. Cloud-based
solutions provide higher scalability compared
to traditional on-premise systems (Zargar et al.
200).

d. Cost Efficiency

Cost  efficiency  considers

computing

deployment,
maintenance, and operational expenses.
Traditional systems are generally less
expensive but less adaptive to modern threats.
e. Implementation Complexity

This criterion assesses the technical difficulty
of deploying and
strategy  within
environments.

maintaining  each
mitigation enterprise
3.6 Analytical Framework

A comparative matrix framework is used to
analyze the mitigation strategies. Each
technique is evaluated individually and then
compared across all criteria. This method
allows for structured and transparent analysis
of multiple security approaches.

Such frameworks are commonly used in
cybersecurity research to evaluate layered
defense systems and identify optimal
configurations (Mirkovic and Reiher 50).
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3.7 Limitations of the Study

This study acknowledges several limitations:
e Dependence on secondary data rather
than experimental validation
e Rapid evolution of DDoS attack
techniques
e Variability in system performance across
different network environments
Despite these limitations, the study provides
a strong theoretical foundation for
comparative evaluation.
3.8 Ethical Considerations
All sources used in this research are publicly
available academic and industry publications.
Proper MLA citation standards are followed
to ensure academic integrity and avoid
plagiarism. No sensitive or confidential

organizational data is used in this study.

4. Theoretical Analysis

4.1 Conceptual Foundation of DDoS
Attacks

Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks
are theoretically grounded in the concept of
resource exhaustion, where attackers aim to
disrupt the availability of network services by
overwhelming system resources such as
bandwidth, CPU, or memory. These attacks
rely on distributed sources, often in the form
of botnets, to amplify traffic volume and
bypass traditional security defenses (Mirkovic
and Reiher 39).

From a theoretical perspective, DDoS attacks
exploit the asymmetry between attack cost
and defense cost. While attackers require
minimal resources to generate traffic,
defenders must allocate significantly higher
computational and infrastructural resources
to mitigate the impact.

4.2 Classification of DDoS Attacks

DDoS attacks are generally classified into
three main categories based on their target
layer:

4.2.1 Volumetric Attacks

Volumetric attacks aim to saturate network
bandwidth by generating massive amounts of
traffic. Examples include UDP floods and
ICMP floods. These attacks are designed to
consume all available network resources,
making services inaccessible to legitimate
users (Zargar et al. 204).

4.2.2 Protocol-Based Attacks

Protocol attacks exploit weaknesses in
network protocols such as TCP/IP. SYN
floods are a common example, where
attackers send repeated connection requests
without completing the handshake process.
This exhausts server resources and prevents
legitimate connections (Stallings 312).

4.2.3 Application Layer Attacks
Application-layer attacks target specific
applications or services, such as HTTP or
DNS servers. These attacks are more
sophisticated because they mimic legitimate
user behavior, making them difficult to
detect using traditional security mechanisms
(Sommer and Paxson 236).

4.3 Theoretical

Traditional Mitigation Techniques
Traditional mitigation techniques are based
on rule-based and signature-based security

Foundations of

models. Firewalls operate by enforcing
predefined access control rules, filtering
traffic based on IP addresses, ports, and
protocols. Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS)
analyze network traffic for known attack
signatures or abnormal patterns (Stallings
315).

However, these systems operate under the
assumption that attack patterns are known in
advance. This limits their effectiveness
against zero-day or evolving DDoS attacks
that do not match predefined signatures.

4.4 Machine Learning-Based Theoretical
Models

Machine learning introduces a data-driven
theoretical model for DDoS detection.
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Instead of relying on fixed rules, ML systems
learn from historical traffic data and identify
anomalies based on statistical patterns.
Techniques such as supervised learning,
unsupervised clustering, and deep learning
are widely applied in this domain (Behal and
Kumar 105).

For example, supervised models classify
network traffic as either normal or malicious
based on labeled datasets. Unsupervised
models, on the other hand, detect anomalies
without prior labeling by identifying
deviations from normal behavior patterns.
These models significantly improve detection
accuracy but require large datasets and
continuous retraining to adapt to evolving
attack strategies.

4.5 Cloud-Based Mitigation Theory
Cloud-based mitigation is grounded in the
theoretical principle of distributed resource
allocation. Instead of relying on a single
server or data center, cloud systems distribute
incoming traffic across multiple
geographically dispersed nodes. This allows
the system to absorb large-scale traffic spikes
and filter malicious requests before they
reach the target infrastructure (Zargar et al.
2006).

This approach leverages elasticity and
scalability as core theoretical advantages,
enabling dynamic resource adjustment
during attack conditions.

4.6 Hybrid Security Theory

Hybrid mitigation models are based on the
theoretical integration of multiple security
paradigms. These systems combine rule-based
filtering (firewalls), anomaly detection (IDS),
machine learning algorithms, and cloud-
based distribution mechanisms.

The theoretical advantage of hybrid systems
lies in layered defense architecture, where
each layer compensates for the weaknesses of
others. For instance, firewalls provide initial
filtering, ML models detect anomalies, and

cloud systems absorb large traffic volumes.
This multi-layered approach enhances overall
system resilience (Behal and Kumar 108).

4.7 Comparative Theoretical Insights
From a theoretical standpoint, each
mitigation strategy operates under a distinct
security philosophy:

e Traditional  Systems: Based on
deterministic rules and predefined
signatures

e Machine Learning Systems: Based on
probabilistic and adaptive learning
models

¢ Cloud-Based Systems: Based on
distributed resource elasticity

e Hybrid Systems: Based on layered
integration of multiple paradigms

This comparison highlights that no single
model is sufficient to address all dimensions
of modern DDoS attacks. Instead, theoretical
convergence of multiple models provides the
strongest defense mechanism.

4.8 Emerging Theoretical Directions
Recent theoretical research is moving toward
autonomous cybersecurity systems, where
artificial intelligence and real-time analytics
enable self-adaptive defense mechanisms.
These systems aim to detect, analyze, and
mitigate DDoS attacks without human
intervention, significantly reducing response
time and operational overhead (Sommer and
Paxson 240).

5. Discussion and Analysis

5.1  Comparative
Mitigation Strategies
The analysis of Distributed Denial of Service
(DDoS) mitigation strategies in enterprise
networks reveals significant differences in
effectiveness between traditional and modern

Effectiveness  of

approaches. Traditional mechanisms such as
firewalls, Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS),
and rate limiting provide foundational
security but are increasingly insufficient
against sophisticated, large-scale attacks.
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These systems rely heavily on predefined
rules and known attack signatures, which
limits their adaptability to evolving threats
(Stallings 312).

In contrast, modern mitigation strategies,
particularly machine learning-based systems,
demonstrate  higher  adaptability  and
improved detection accuracy. These systems
analyze traffic behavior in real time and
identify anomalies that may indicate
malicious activity, even when attack patterns
are previously unknown (Behal and Kumar
105). This adaptability makes them more
suitable for enterprise environments where
attack vectors continuously evolve.

5.2 Performance and Scalability Analysis
Performance and scalability are critical
factors in evaluating DDoS mitigation
strategies.  Traditional systems perform
efficiently under normal traffic conditions
but degrade significantly under high-volume
attacks due to limited processing capacity.
Firewalls and IDS systems often become
bottlenecks when traffic exceeds predefined
thresholds (Sommer and Paxson 236).
Cloud-based  mitigation
superior scalability by distributing traffic
across multiple servers and geographic
locations. This elasticity enables them to

systems  offer

absorb large-scale volumetric attacks without
disrupting legitimate services (Zargar et al.
206). However, reliance on external cloud
providers introduces concerns regarding
latency, data privacy, and service dependency.
Machine learning systems also enhance
scalability by automating detection and
response  processes.  However,  their
effectiveness depends on the availability of
large, high-quality datasets and continuous
model training.

5.3 Security Strength and Resilience

From a security perspective, each mitigation
strategy offers distinct strengths. Traditional
systems provide strong rule-based protection

against known threats but struggle with zero-
day and polymorphic attacks. Their reliance
on static configurations limits their ability to
respond dynamically to new attack patterns
(Stallings 315).

Machine learning-based systems enhance
resilience by continuously learning from
network behavior. However, they are
vulnerable to adversarial attacks where
attackers manipulate input data to evade
detection. Cloud-based systems, while highly
resilient to traffic overload, may introduce
new attack surfaces due to centralized service
dependencies (Zargar et al. 208).

Hybrid systems, which combine multiple
mitigation techniques, offer the highest level
of resilience. By integrating firewalls, IDS,
machine learning, and cloud filtering, they
create a layered defense mechanism that
reduces the likelihood of system failure
under attack conditions.

5.4 Cost Efficiency and Implementation
Challenges

Cost efficiency plays a significant role in
selecting mitigation strategies for enterprise
networks. Traditional systems are generally
less expensive to implement and maintain,
making them suitable for small to medium-
sized organizations. However, their limited
effectiveness against advanced attacks reduces
their long-term value.

Machine learning-based and cloud-based
systems, while more effective, require higher
computational  resources and financial
investment. These systems also demand
specialized expertise for deployment and
maintenance, increasing operational
complexity (Behal and Kumar 108).

Hybrid systems, although highly effective,
present  the  greatest
challenges due to their complexity and

implementation

integration requirements across multiple
technologies.
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5.5 Real-World Implications in Enterprise
Networks

In real-world enterprise environments, DDoS
attacks can cause severe operational
disruptions, including service outages,
financial losses, and reputational damage.
Large organizations such as
institutions, e-commerce platforms, and
cloud service providers are frequent targets
due to their high-value digital infrastructure.

Studies show that enterprises using only
traditional mitigation methods are more
vulnerable to sustained attacks compared to
those employing adaptive or hybrid systems
(Mirkovic and Reiher 50). Cloud-based
mitigation services have become increasingly
popular among enterprises due to their
ability to provide on-demand scalability and
global traffic distribution.

Machine learning-based detection systems are
also being adopted in enterprise security
operations centers (SOCs) to enhance real-
time threat detection and

financial

response
capabilities.
5.6 Comparative Summary of Strategies

| | robust | |

5.7 Toward Adaptive and Intelligent
Defense Systems

The discussion highlights a clear trend
toward intelligent and adaptive cybersecurity
systems. Future DDoS mitigation frameworks
are expected to integrate artificial intelligence,
real-time distributed
computing to create autonomous defense
mechanisms capable of responding to attacks
without human intervention (Sommer and
Paxson 240).

Such systems will likely combine predictive
analytics with automated response strategies,
significantly reducing response time and
improving overall network resilience.

6. Conclusion

Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks
remain one of the most severe and persistent
threats to enterprise network security. As
digital infrastructures continue to expand,
the scale, complexity, and frequency of these
attacks have increased significantly, making
effective mitigation strategies a critical
requirement for organizational resilience.

analytics,  and

Mitigation | Strengths | Limitations This study evaluated traditional, modern,
Strategy and hybrid mitigation approaches to
Simple Poor determine their effectiveness in enterprise
Firewalls & costp ’ scalability, environments.
IDS effective rule- The analysis shows that traditional mitigation
dependent techniques such as firewalls, Intrusion
Rate Cofr;trols iA‘ffeFts Detection Systems (IDS), and rate limiting
Limiting trattic cgitimate provide a foundational level of security.
volume users . .

, , These systems are cost-effective and relatively
Machine Adaptive, | Data- ; . .

. . . . easy to implement; however, their reliance on
Learning high intensive, ] ‘ i ‘
Systems accuracy complex predefined rules and static configurations

Highly Dependency limits their ability to respond to evolving and

Cloud-Based . | 1 ks (Stalli 312). A. |
oud-t scalable, on third-party arge-scale attacks (Stallings 312). As a result,
Mitigation flexible providers they are increasingly insufficient for

Hybrid Multi- High cost, defending against modern DDoS threats.
Tl . .

Sthems layered complex In  contrast, machine learning-based
defense, integration mitigation systems offer improved
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adaptability and detection accuracy. By
analyzing traffic patterns and identifying
anomalies in real time, these systems can
detect previously unknown attack vectors.
Behal and Kumar emphasize that machine
learning significantly enhances detection
efficiency in dynamic network environments,
although it requires extensive computational
resources and high-quality datasets (105).
Cloud-based mitigation systems provide
another advanced solution by offering
scalable and distributed protection. These
systems can absorb large volumes of
malicious traffic through geographically
distributed  servers,  ensuring  service
continuity  during  attacks. = However,
dependency on  thirdparty  providers
introduces concerns regarding latency, trust,
and data privacy (Zargar et al. 206).

Hybrid mitigation strategies, which combine
traditional ~ security = mechanisms  with
machine learning and cloud-based systems,
emerge as the most effective solution. By
integrating multiple layers of defense, hybrid
systems enhance detection accuracy, improve
response time, and increase overall network
resilience. This layered approach reduces the
likelihood of system failure under complex
and multivector attacks (Mirkovic and
Reiher 50).

Overall, the findings suggest that no single
mitigation technique is sufficient to fully
address the evolving nature of DDoS attacks.
Instead, enterprise networks require adaptive,
multi-layered, and intelligent defense systems
capable of responding to dynamic threat
environments. The integration of artificial
intelligence,  cloud  computing,  and
traditional security mechanisms represents a
promising direction for future cybersecurity
frameworks.

6.1 Future Research Directions

Future research should focus on developing
more efficient and lightweight mitigation

techniques that can operate in realtime
environments with minimal computational
overhead. Key areas of exploration include:
e Development of Al-driven autonomous
DDoS defense systems
e Optimization of machine learning
models for low-resource environments
e Improvement of cloud-based security
architectures
e Design of adaptive hybrid frameworks
with real-time response capabilities
Additionally, empirical studies involving live
network environments are necessary to
validate theoretical models and improve
practical deployment strategies.
6.2 Final Remarks
In conclusion, the evolving nature of DDoS
attacks requires continuous innovation in
cybersecurity defense
Traditional systems alone are no longer
sufficient, while advanced technologies such
as machine learning and cloud computing
introduce both opportunities and challenges.
Hybrid mitigation strategies offer the most
balanced and effective solution by combining
the strengths of multiple approaches.
Strengthening enterprise network resilience
will depend on the integration of intelligent,

mechanisms.

scalable, and adaptive security systems
capable of responding to future cyber threats.
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